Announcements:

Our next Friendship Dinner is this Tuesday, September 15th!
Doors open at 5:00 pm, and we will eat at 5:30 pm. Please bring
a dish to share, a serving utensil, your own plates and utensils, and your
own drink, including beer or wine, if desired. This is a fun event to get to
know your church community, and also to invite a friend or neighbor. Join
us!

Service & Giving has organized a tour of the Veteran’s
Healing Farm on Wednesday, September | 6th, at 11:00 am.
We will meet at the church parking lot at 10:30 am. Any interested
persons in the church are welcome to join us. If any questions, contact
Dede Walton at 828-708-8754.

Support the upcoming Hunger Walk on September 19th! Find
a walker wearing a Hunger Walk t-shirt TODAY — they need donations!

Handcrafted necklaces of Catherine Fairbanks will be available
the next couple of Sundays in the Fellowship Hall after worship. The
proceeds will go to the Hunger Walk. Suggested donation is $20.

Our friend Fran Cooper collects adult clothing, towels,
blankets for the unhoused in Hendersonville for a clothes closet at a
local church for whom she volunteers. If you have gently used items to
donate, please contact Fran at 786-271-0224. The items will be much
appreciated.

Happening at FCCH this week:

Mon, 9/14  10:00 am: Community Coffee Hour, Fellowship Hall
1:30 pm:  Carolina Village Small Group, CV Chapel

Tues, 9/15  10:00 am: Prayer Shawl Group, Library
5:00 pm:  Friendship Dinner, Fellowship Hall

Wed, 9/16 10:00 am: Sit & Stitch, Library
10:30 am: Meet @ church for Veteran's Healing Farm Tour
3:15 pm: Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Thurs, 9/17 10:00 am: Blue Ridge Ikebana Mtg, Fellowship Hall
1:30 pm: Crone Talk, Fellowship Hall
7:00 pm: Buddy K Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

Sat, 9/19 8:00 am: HC HUNGER WALK, Lennox Station

Next Sunday, 9/20, for Forum: Richard Morgan, poet, author and
teacher, returns to FCCH to share his latest book, "Eight Decades — Still
Can't Dance." In this collection of poems, he continues to give voice to the
challenge of being human. Love, parenting, spirituality, storytelling, even
Shakespeare are all here. His poems describe and expand the world
before us.

Forum on September 27: Decluttering with Downsizing in Mind - Jill
Hart, professional organizer. This talk goes somewhere different - it's
about the open loops quietly weighing on you: the boxes you haven't
opened because you're not ready to, the conversations with your kids you
keep putting off, the questions about "what happens to this" that nobody's
answered yet. Join us for an honest, refreshingly different look at
downsizing — one that addresses the physical clutter, yes, but also the
mental clutter and the emotional clutter. Come for practical guidance.
Leave with a lighter mind — not just a lighter attic.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please remember these people in your prayers this week

-Bruce Mills, as he is dealing with medical issues.

-Frosty Sinclair had knee replacement surgery on Friday and is home
recovering.

-Liz Brennan, long-time member of FCCH, died this past weekend.

-Debra Miller, Karla's sister, is in a Denver hospital with serious medical
problems.

-For Dody & Sharon Schultz-Pratt, whose niece was in a terrible car accident
and died last week.

-Prayers for Oscar, Alberto & John, whose mother and mother-in-law, Ana,
died last week.

-Our friend Susan Howard had knee replacement surgery recently.

-Hilarie Glasgow-Hawkins and family of Jean Glasgow-Hawkins, her wife, who

died last month.

-Kay Davis is receiving chemotherapy in Florida.
-Ericka Fagerlin continues PT at home.

-Mindy Myers is continuing to heal.

Birthdays this week:
Lorrie Wilson ~ 9/14
Mike Resch 9/14
Nolleen Kelly 9715
E] Wilson 9/16
Richard Vickers  9/17
Joel Matthews — 9/18
Cathy Sadler 9/19

To Our Visitors and Guests:
We are so glad you are here today! If you are interested in
learning more about our congregation, denomination or
membership, Karla or Mark would love to talk with you.
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Bestselling author of AMAZING GRACE

KATHLEEN NORRIS

The Cloister Walk

“A remarkable piece of writing. If read with humility and attention,

Katleen Norris's book becomes lectio divina, or holy reading.”—The Boston Globe

Welcome Home

First Congregational Church welcomes persons of all ages, races,
gender identities, sexual orientations, theological beliefs, and those
living with mental challenges. In our diversity, we find strength and

a way to understand the inclusiveness of God. No matter where

you've been, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome and needed here.
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Order of Worship

Welcome

Gathering Song
Blessed are you who hunger, blessed are you who thirst.
Blessed are you who mourn and feel no power on this earth.
Blessed are you who are poor in spirit and don’t know what to do,

Oh child of God, blessed are you. Blessed are you,
Oh blessed are you, Oh child of God, blessed are you.

A Time of Centering

Voluntary Andante
Franz Schubert
Joel Helfand, soloist
Opening Words
This is a thin place where earth and heaven embrace.
Where past interweaves with future, where we gather expectantly.

This is a thin place where hopes are renewed,

Where faith is restored, where peace is revived, where love is
refreshed.

This is a thin place. Love about us.
Love beside us. And love within us.

Grace revealed as we worship together.

*Hymn

Christ be with us, Christ behind us, Christ before us — all around!
Christ in busy, noisy cities, Christ where hardly rings a sound.
Jesus, you're our friend and brother; on your love we can depend.
Help us see your presence clearly in each stranger and each friend.

Christ in lines of people fleeing, praying that a war will cease;

Christ in battered women's shelters, looking for a place of peace.
Christ with people sick or dying, loved ones trying hard to cope.

In this world of so much suffering, Christ, you give your people hope.

Christ with all who keep on working, helping others to be free;
Christ with churches looking, searching for a greater unity;

Christ, in love and peace, be with us, giving strength for each new day.

In this world of daily struggles, be our joyful, living Way.

First Reading portions of Psalm 27 Dede Walton

Second Reading A Prayer to Eve

Kathleen Norris
Mother of fictions and of irony, help us to laugh.
Mother of science and the critical method, keep up humble.
Muse of listeners, hope of interpreters, inspire us to act.
Bless our metaphors, that we might eat them.

Help us to know, Eve, the one thing we must do.
Come with us, muse of exile, mother of the road.

Anthem | Believe FCCH Choir

Mark Miller
Karen Monks, soloist

| believe in the sun even when it's not shining. | believe in love even when | don't
feel it. | believe in God, even when God is silent.

Sermon Walking with Kathleen in the Cloister Karla Miller

A Time for Reflection

Prayers of the People

Loving God, hear our prayer.

Response

All shall be well. All shall be well. All manner of things shall be well.
All shall be well.

Invitation to Offering

Offertory Come Follow Me
Jay Althouse

*Doxology

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah. Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah.
Halle, halle, hall-lu-jah. Halle-lu-jah, hallelujah.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn God, With Joy We Look Around Us
God, with joy we look around us at your world's diversity.
Folk of every kind surround us as you call your church to see:
All are made in your own image! All are people whom you love!
In the times we've held each other, God, we've held the ones you
bless. Loving sister, loving brother, loving siblings of all kind: All are
made in your own image! All are people whom you love!
God, you sent a Light to show us, breaking walls that would divide.

By your Spirit, now work through us as we're walking side by side:
All are made in your own image! All are people whom you love!

Intentions and Benediction

Closing Song We Are Marching in the Light of God

I. We are marching in the light of God.

2. We are praying in the light of God.
3. We are singing in the light of God.

The light of Christ is carried into the world.

*Please rise in body or spirit

Worship Notes

Prayer cards are in the pew racks; completed cards may be placed in
the offering plate or at the candle table.

You are invited to light a candle at the candle table.

The Prayer Wall hangs on the lectern. Paper hearts are provided on
which you may write your prayer and attach it to the wall.

Copies of today’s sermon are available in the narthex and on the front
pew, and will be posted on our website tomorrow.
Altar Artist: The Darcys Acolyte: Pete Heuberger

Cover art: book cover of The Cloister Walk




	Order of Worship
	Welcome
	Gathering Song
	Blessed are you who hunger, blessed are you who thirst.
	Blessed are you who mourn and feel no power on this earth.
	Blessed are you who are poor in spirit and don’t know what to do,
	Oh child of God, blessed are you.  Blessed are you,
	Oh blessed are you, Oh child of God, blessed are you.
	A Time of Centering
	Voluntary                                          Andante
	Franz Schubert
	Joel Helfand, soloist

	Opening Words
	This is a thin place where earth and heaven embrace.

	Where past interweaves with future, where we gather expectantly.
	This is a thin place where hopes are renewed,

	Where faith is restored, where peace is revived, where love is
	refreshed.
	This is a thin place.  Love about us.
	Love beside us.  And love within us.
	Grace revealed as we worship together.

	*Hymn
	Christ be with us, Christ behind us, Christ before us — all around!
	Christ in busy, noisy cities, Christ where hardly rings a sound.
	Jesus, you're our friend and brother; on your love we can depend.
	Help us see your presence clearly in each stranger and each friend.
	Christ in lines of people fleeing, praying that a war will cease;
	Christ in battered women's shelters, looking for a place of peace.
	Christ with people sick or dying, loved ones trying hard to cope.
	In this world of so much suffering, Christ, you give your people hope.
	Christ with all who keep on working, helping others to be free;
	Christ with churches looking, searching for a greater unity;
	Christ, in love and peace, be with us, giving strength for each new day.
	In this world of daily struggles, be our joyful, living Way.
	Second Reading                        A Prayer to Eve
	Kathleen Norris
	Mother of fictions and of irony, help us to laugh.
	Mother of science and the critical method, keep up humble.
	Muse of listeners, hope of interpreters, inspire us to act.
	Bless our metaphors, that we might eat them.
	Help us to know, Eve, the one thing we must do.
	Come with us, muse of exile, mother of the road.
	Anthem                                            I Believe                                       FCCH Choir
	Mark Miller
	Karen Monks, soloist
	I believe in the sun even when it's not shining. I believe in love even when I don't
	feel it. I believe in God, even when God is silent.
	Sermon                      Walking with Kathleen in the Cloister                 Karla Miller

	A Time for Reflection
	Prayers of the People
	Loving God, hear our prayer.

	Response
	All shall be well. All shall be well. All manner of things shall be well.
	All shall be well.
	Invitation to Offering
	Offertory                                   Come Follow Me
	Jay Althouse

	*Doxology
	Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah. Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah.
	Halle, halle, hall-lu-jah. Halle-lu-jah, hallelujah.
	*Prayer of Dedication
	*Hymn                       God, With Joy We Look Around Us

	God, with joy we look around us at your world's diversity.
	Folk of every kind surround us as you call your church to see:
	All are made in your own image! All are people whom you love!
	In the times we've held each other, God, we've held the ones you
	bless.  Loving sister, loving brother, loving siblings of all kind: All are
	made in your own image!  All are people whom you love!
	God, you sent a Light to show us, breaking walls that would divide.
	By your Spirit, now work through us as we're walking side by side:
	All are made in your own image!  All are people whom you love!
	Intentions and Benediction
	Closing Song            We Are Marching in the Light of God

	1. We are marching in the light of God.
	2. We are praying in the light of God.
	3. We are singing in the light of God.
	The light of Christ is carried into the world.
	*Please rise in body or spirit

	Worship Notes
	Prayer cards are in the pew racks; completed cards may be placed in the offering plate or at the candle table.
	You are invited to light a candle at the candle table.
	The Prayer Wall hangs on the lectern. Paper hearts are provided on which you may write your prayer and attach it to the wall.
	Copies of today’s sermon are available in the narthex and on the front pew, and will be posted on our website tomorrow.
	Altar Artist: The Darcys                  Acolyte: Pete Heuberger
	Cover art:  book cover of The Cloister Walk


