
-For Dody & Sharon Schultz-Pratt, whose niece was in a terrible car accident and
died this week.
-Liz Brennan, long-time congregant, who is now at Elizabeth House.
-Prayers for Oscar, Alberto & John, whose mother and mother-in-law, Ana, died this
week.
-Phyllis Rhinehart is recovering from ear surgery at home, and is grateful for your
healing prayers. 
-Our friend Susan Howard had knee replacement surgery last week.
-Hilarie Glasgow-Hawkins and family of Jean Glasgow-Hawkins, her wife, who died
last month.
-Kay Davis is receiving chemotherapy in Florida. She received some good news and
approved her for 4 more weeks of chemo, then they will evaluate her for radiation.
-Ericka Fagerlin continues PT at home. 
-Danielle, dear college friend of Sheri Wilson, has Stage 4 cancer and despite all
treatments and a positive attitude the cancer is winning.
-Mindy Myers is continuing to heal. 

Our Birthdays this Week:

Justice*Compassion*Belonging

Welcome Home
First Congregational Church welcomes persons of all ages, races,

gender identities, sexual orientations, theological beliefs,  and those

living with mental challenges. In our diversity, we find strength and

 a way to understand the  inclusiveness of God.  No matter where

you’ve been, or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome and needed here. 

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please remember these people in your prayers this week
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will welcome New Members into our FCCH church family on
Sunday, September 13! If you are interested in joining the church or would
like to speak to Karla before doing so, please contact Jennifer in the church office
at office@fcchendersonville.org or by calling 828-692-8630.

Support the upcoming Hunger Walk on September 19th! There many
congregants collecting donations for the walk, and our Service & Giving team can
provide a donation packet with registration information. See Dede Walton or
Sheila Clendenning today!

Handcrafted necklaces of Catherine Fairbanks will be available the
next couple of Sundays in the Fellowship Hall after worship. The
proceeds will go to the Hunger Walk. Suggested donation is $20.

Our friend, Fran Cooper, collects adult clothing, towels, blankets for
the unhoused in Hendersonville for a clothes closet at a local church for whom
she volunteers.  If you have gently used items to donate, please contact Fran at
786-271-0224.  The items will be much appreciated.

Happening at FCCH this week:

Next Sunday, 9/13, Forum:  Journey Across England with Mary Rather and
Dianna Beers:  England Coast to Coast was an amazing Journey. Traveling through
Three National Parks. As well as damage from fire due to global warming. Looking
forward to sharing the pictures and discussion with all. 

Save these Future Dates:

      Sept 15 – Friendship Dinner
      Oct 20 – Friendship Dinner
      Nov 15 – Rev. Brain Combs, guest preacher
      Nov 20 – Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil
      Nov 26 – Thankgiving Potluck Feast
      Dec 13 – Christmas Music Sunday
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Mon, 9/7

Tues, 9/8

Wed, 9/9

Thurs, 9/10

All Day:

11:00 am:
4:00 pm:
4:00 pm:

10:00 am:
10:00 am:

10:00 am:
1:30 pm:
6:00 pm:

Labor Day – Office closed

Finance Committee Meeting, Choir Room
Community Meditation, Library
Church Council Meeting, Fellowship Hall

Sit & Stitch, Library
Physical Resources Committee, Choir Room

Service & Giving Committee, Choir Room
Crone Talk, Fellowship Hall
COF Convener Info Session, Fellowship Hall

To Our Visitors and Guests:

We are so glad you are here today! If you are interested in 
learning more about our congregation, denomination or 
membership, Karla or Mark would love to talk with you. 

We also hold a “Tell Me More” periodically, which 
provides the opportunity to talk with Karla about our church.

Kay Davis
Rob Monks
Teresa Ramer
Maureen Mitchell

9/8
9/9
9/9
9/10

mailto:office@fcchendersonville.org


 Second Reading                You Belong Here Too
                                                  Timothy Dale Jones

     When someone says, “I want to go to the mountains,” it doesn’t mean, “I want to 
     serve on the committee for climbing mountains.”  It doesn’t mean, “I want to 
     learn all the Latin names of plants living on their slopes.”  It doesn’t mean, “I’m 
     going to measure the height of a summit” or “I need to break in these new
     boots.”  There’s nothing wrong with any of those things, but they’re not what that 
     means.  It’s not a secret code.  It usually means:  “I want to go to the mountains.  I 
     want to see beyond what I currently see. I want to taste clean blue air.  I want to 
     stand on the edge of something that matters.  I want to feel at home in a larger 
     world than myself.  I want to be fully alive, not just sort of living.  I want to climb 
     something real.  I want to breathe.”

     It’s pretty much the exact same thing when someone says, “I want to go to 
     church” or “I’d like to go deeper in my spiritual life.”  May we respond like the 
     birds, the trees and the wildflowers reaching up to the sky along the paths into 
     the mountains:  “Welcome, welcome, welcome.  You belong here too.  Rest in 
     the presence of safety while you get your bearings.”

Sermon                                 A More Beautiful World                          Mark Acker
                  (A Sermon based on "The Four Agreements" by Don Miguel Ruiz)

A Time for Reflection

Prayers of the People

     Loving God, hear our prayer.

Response 

     All shall be well. All shall be well. All manner of things shall be well. 
     All shall be well. 

Invitation to Offering
  

Offertory                                        Total Praise                                    FCCH Choir
  
     Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills, knowing my help is coming from you. Your 
     peace you give me in time of the storm. You are the source of my strength, you 
     are the strength of my life. I lift my hands in total praise to you. Amen.

*Doxology

     Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah.  Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah.
     Halle, halle, hall-lu-jah.  Halle-lu-jah, hallelujah.

*Prayer of Blessing

Order of Worship

Welcome                                                                                     Karla Miller

Gathering Song
        
      Blessed are you who hunger, blessed are you who thirst.
      Blessed are you who mourn and feel no power on this earth. 
      Blessed are you who are poor in spirit and don’t know what to do,
      Oh child of God, blessed are you. Blessed are you, 
      Oh blessed are you, Oh child of God, blessed are you. 

A Time for Centering
      
   

Voluntary                                       Bourree
G.F. Handel

Linda Laderach, violin

Opening Words
 
     God of the journey, we come together from different places.

     We come seeking a community of siblings and to find     
     companionship for the journey.

     We yearn to live fully, and to celebrate the diversity of God’s human family and 
     the unity of our call to love and justice.

     May our journey help us to reconnect to the Holy so that we may
     be vessels of love for all creation.

*Hymn                         There Is Room In God's Great Welcome 
 
     There is room in God’s great welcome; See! The doors are open
     wide! Here on earth as in God’s heaven, hear the call to come 
     inside! There is so much room for difference — every heart in every 
     place. In God’s love, the rooms are countless, but there is no room 
     for hate.

     There is room beyond all borders if we stand on justice-ground. God 
     has made a good creation; colors, cultures all abound. Welcome, 
     neighbor! Welcome, stranger! All those yearning to breathe free!  
     There is room for one another but no room for bigotry.

     There is room in loving churches for the wounded and oppressed: 
     People who’ve been told they’re worthless, refugees who feel 
     distressed, Immigrants who fear the future, people scorned and  
     pushed and shoved. God, may we seek what you treasure: may we 
     all make room for love.

First Reading                      Matthew 5: 1-8, 14-16                                 Anne Cain
(from "The Message")

Celebration of Holy Communion

     All are welcome at our table. The bread is gluten free. We celebrate communion
     by intinction. Please come to the table by the center aisle. You are invited to take
     a piece of bread from the plate, and dip it into the cup. If your bread falls in the
     cup, please take a new piece of bread to dip. Then return to your seat by the
     outer aisle.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

     God of love, we give you thanks for this shared meal.  Send us
     from here to share love in the world.  Inspire in us the passion 
     to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with You.  
     Amen.

*Hymn                               For Everyone Born

     For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, 
     clean water and bread, a shelter, a space, a safe place for 
     growing;  for everyone born, a star overhead.

     Chorus:
     And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy,
     compassion and peace; Yes, God wil delight when we are 
     creators of justice, justice and joy!

     For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear,
     and simply to be, to work, to speak out, to witness and 
     worship; for everyone born, the right to be free.

   
Intentions and Benediction

*Closing Song (congregation singing)   

 I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.
 I am sending you light to hold you in love.

              

                                  The light of Christ is carried into the world. 

*Please rise in body or spirit

Worship Notes

Prayer cards are in the pew racks; completed cards may be placed in the offering
plate or at the candle table. 

You are invited to light a candle at the candle table.

The Prayer Wall hangs on the lectern. Paper hearts are provided on which you may
write your prayer and attach it to the wall. 

Copies of today’s sermon are available in the narthex and on the front pew.

Acolyte:  Dawn Kucera

Cover art: The Four Agreements graphic from TheMindsJournal.com
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