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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC + HVILLE
Beloved,

Happy June, and Happy Pride month. The first Pride Celebration in
Henderson County was in 2019, with a picnic in Patton Park. Since
then Pride has grown exponentially in our community, and FCCH
has been involved since its inception.

Of “mainline” denominations in USA (think Lutheran, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Catholic, Baptist, etc.) the United
Church of Christ has been at the forefront of welcome, inclusion
and CELEBRATION of the LGBTQI+ community within the church and
society. In 1972, the first openly gay minister, Bill Johnson was
ordained. He and 35 other folk founded the UCC Gay Caucus that
same year, which later was renamed the UCC Coalition for
Lesbian/Gay Concerns, now known as the Open and Affirming
Coalition.

It was the Coalition that created the Open and Affirming
movement, a process in which individual UCC congregations go
through in order to be certified as an Open and Affirming Church,
which is the signifier that a particular congregation is inclusive
of LGBTQI+ folk and concerns. New York City's Riverside Church,
under the pastoral leadership of the late Rev. William Sloane
Coffin, was the first in the UCC to be listed as Open and Affirming
in 1987. Just over 20 years later, in 2008, FCCH became the 735th
Open and Affirming Church. Today, in 2026, there are almost 2000
Open and Affirming congregations in the United Church of Christ.

If you would like to know more about the history of the UCC's
involvement in the movement for LGBTQI+ rights in the larger
movement in our country, here is a wonderful timeline:
https://openandaffirming.org/about/history/#timeline

See you at PRIDE on Saturday, June 6 at Jackson Park!
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Big Love and Deep Peace,

Karla
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Updates from within the Church

Circle of Friends Update

The current Circle of Friends groups will be ending in
June. The purpose of these groups has been to
develop relationships with people you may not have
previously known by sharing food and fellowship
together. It will soon be time to begin the process
again.

HOW WILL IT WORK?

“Those who wish to participate will be assigned to a
group of 8-10 people; partners/spouses will be
assigned to the same group. Each group will have a
designated convener to handle group logistics
(meeting times/place etc).

‘There will be a one-year commitment to meet
monthly.

‘Each group will determine how to shape their group
experience.

‘Most importantly, this is a trusted space. What
happens in the group stays in the group.

Registration forms will be available during coffee time
on June 28, July 12 and Aug 2. We will also have
forms available on the table in the “Holy” hallway
throughout the summer, please fill the form out and
place in wire basket in the office. Toward the end of
August, you will be notified of your new group with
the expectation that groups will begin meeting in
September.

For further information feel free to contact any of the
committee members: Phyllis Rhinehart, 321-848-

~ 6397, plrhinehart@gmail.com; Cathy Evans, 770-841-
. 7351, catbevans@yahoo.com; Krista Kaufman 828-

9 jstakaufman4i@gmail.com

FULL TUM, DRY BUM )

During the first two weeks of May,
the Service and Giving Committee
held a baby wipe and diaper drive. As
usual, our generous congregation
responded. Two cars full of diapers
and wipes were delivered to the
Children and Family Resource
Center.Iln addition, over $500 in
donations was collected.

Founded in 1998, the Children and
Family Resource Center merged three
separate non-profit agencies to
consolidate services, promote
communication and collaboration,
and simplify access to children’s
services. Today, CFRC offers
programs that address the various
aspects of early childhood
development and education, quality
child care, parenting and family
support. In addition, the CFRC also
serves as a referral center for clients
who are in need of other services in
our community.

CFRC is just one of the local agencies
that our church supports through
donations and drives. The group in
the church that manages this is the
Service and Giving Committee. The
committee meets monthly to review
local agencies, decide how to
allocate the money the church tithes
and how to manage various drives.
It’s a fun, at time boisterous, group
that does the good work of our
church. It’s an easy and great way to
learn about the social safety net in
Hendersonville, what the church is
doing to help and to meet other like-
minded members of the
Congregation. Call the office or email
Dede Walton
(dede_walton@yahoo.com) to join




























