ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will welcome New Members into our church family on Sunday,
October 25! We are welcoming members from the pew again. If you are
interested in joining the church or would like to speak to Karla before doing so,
please contact Jennifer in the church office at 828-692-8630 or
office@fcchendersonville.org.

Mark your calendar for the Friendship Dinner this Tuesday, October
20! \We gather at 5 pm and begin our meal together at 5:30 pm. Bring a dish to
share, your own plates, utensils and drinks. This is a lovely time to get to know
each other and welcome new friends.

Let’s Make Something Beautiful! Congregational Lunch, October 25
after worship. We will have an array of sandwiches (including vegetarian), chips,
fruit and cookies. Please sign up today or by contacting Jennifer Austin-Janssen at
office@fcchendersonville.org so we know how much food to order. There will be
a donation basket at the door to cover the cost of the lunch.

Happening at FCCH this week:

Mon, 10/19  10:00 am: Coffee & Conversation, Fellowship Hall
[0:00 am: Blooms of Kindness, Choir Room
4:00 pm: Kaufman COF, Library

Tues, 10/20  4:00 pm: Community Meditation, Library
5:00 pm: Friendship Dinner, Fellowship Hall

Wed, 10721 10:00 am: Sit & Stitch, Library
3:15 pm: Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
5:00 pm: Progressive Theology Book Group, Fellowship Hall

Thurs, 10/22 11:00 am: LWV HOT Meeting, Choir Room
[:30 pm: Crone Talk, Fellowship Hall
4:00 pm: Pisgah Chpt Trout Un'ttd Board Mtg, Choir Room

Next Sunday, 10/25, Forum: Strengthening the Human-Animal Bond in our
community with Angela Prodrick. Blue Ridge Humane Society is dedicated to
improving the lives of animals and the people who love them through adoption,
affordable veterinary care, community outreach, and pet support programs. Join
Executive Director Angela Prodrick for a look at the incredible work of the Blue
Ridge Humane Society.

Save these Future Dates:

Nov [4 — Drum Circle, Sanctuary

Nov |5 — Brian Combs, preaching, Sanctuary

Nov 20 — Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil, Sanctuary
Nov 26 — Thanksgiving Potluck Feast, Fellowship Hall

Dec |3 — Christmas Music Special, Sanctuary

Dec 24 — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sanctuary

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please remember these people in your prayers this week

-For Julius & Sukey Pratt as Julius has been moved to Elizabeth House.

-For Ericka & Mark Fagerlin who are dealing with Ericka’s failing health.

-For 16-yr old Gabe and his family, friends of Karla, who is in hospice care.
-Sherie Wilson had knee replacement surgery and is recovering at home.
-Stacy Fisher and her family, friend of Dawn Kucera, as her husband Rob faces a
major medical issue.

-Sympathy to the family of Catherine Lynch who passed away last week.

-Mary Brown who is recuperating from heart surgery.

-Roger Haagenson who is hospitalized in Florida.

-Cathy Sadler is a Carolina Village Medical Center as she heals from fall-related
injuries and corrective surgeries.

-Kay Davis is receiving chemotherapy in Florida.

-For those dealing with anxiety and depression in these times.

Our Birthdays this Week:

Andrea Berndt [0/18
Sheila Clendenning 10/19
Romella Hart-O'Keefe  10/21
Theo Sharps 10/22
Thom Gauthier 10724

To Our Visitors and Guests:

We are so glad you are here today! If you are interested in
learning more about our congregation, denomination or
membership, Karla or Mark would love to talk with you.
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Welcome Home

First Congregational Church welcomes persons of all ages, races,
gender identities, sexual orientations, theological beliefs, and those
living with mental challenges. In our diversity, we find strength and
a way to understand the inclusiveness of God. No matter where

you've been, or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome and needed here.
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Order of Worship

Welcome Karla Miller

Gathering Song

Blessed are you who hunger, blessed are you who thirst.

Blessed are you who mourn and feel no power on this earth.
Blessed are you who are poor in spirit and don’t know what to do,
Oh child of God, blessed are you. Blessed are you,

Oh blessed are you, Oh child of God, blessed are you.

A Time for Centering

Story Time Candy's Colorful World
Michael Oatley

*Hymn In the Midst of New Dimensions

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways,

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways?
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,

we your people, ours the journey now and ever more amen.

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair,
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care?
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,

we your people, ours the journey now and ever more amen.

We are all your sacred children, with bright colors that can shine,
Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung.

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,

we your people, ours the journey now and ever more amen.

Scripture Reading Romans |2: 4-8 Niki Otis
Anthem Many Gifts, One Spirit FCCH Choir
Allen Pote

Many gifts, one spirit, many songs, one voice. Many reasons, one promise, many
questions, one choice. O God, we pray for unity, give guidance from above. in our
differences unite us in the circle of your love. O God remind us we are not alone.
Though we move on different pathways, we are walking to your home. Help us
learn to love each other, show us ways to understand. we are members of one
family, growing strong by joining hands. Take our many ways of working, blend the
colors of each soul into the beauty of a rainbow. Give us life, Lord, make us whole.

Contemporary Reading Love After Love (adapted)
Derek Walcott

The time will come when, with elation,

you will greet yourself arriving at your own door, in your own mirror,
and each will smile at the other’s welcome,

and say, sit here. Eat.

You will love again the stranger who was your self.
Give wine. Give bread. Give back your heart

to itself, to the stranger who has loved you

all your life, whom you ignored for another,

who knows you by heart.

Take down the love letters from the bookshelf,
the photographs, the desperate notes,

peel your own image from the mirror.
Sit. Feast on the beautiful colors of your life.

Sermon Beautiful Colors

A Time for Reflection

Prayers of the People

Loving God, hear our prayer.

Response

All shall be well. All shall be well. All manner of things shall be well.

All shall be well.

Invitation to Offering

Offertory Sacred Harp Medley
Brant Adams
Joel Helfand, soloist

*Doxology

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah. Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah
Halle, halle, hall-lu-jah. Halle-lu-jah, hallelujah.

*Prayer of Blessing

Mark Acker

*Hymn Wear the Colors
Let the colors of your spirit shine for all the world to see;
Each bright shade can hold a blessing, each new gift can make us
free. Gifts of courage, love and caring, love that helps us find the
way; gifts that bring us joy and new light, hope that brightens
every day.
Wear the colors you were given, wear them proudly, wear them
free; there is room for every color, there is room for you and me.
When our many shades are woven, something beautiful is born;
like a rainbow after rainstorms, joy arises with the morn.
Let the colors of your spirit, shine for all the world to see;
Let no fear conceal your beauty, let your gifts be wild and free.

All the colors need each other, all our colors make us whole;
every gift can light the pathway, so our spirits can shine free.

Intentions and Benediction

Postlude My Good Lord's Done Been Here
Moses Hogan

The light of Christ is carried into the world.

*Please rise in body or spirit

Worship Notes

Prayer cards are in the pew racks; completed cards may be placed in
the offering plate or at the candle table.

You are invited to light a candle at the candle table.

The Prayer Wall hangs on the lectern. Paper hearts are provided on
which you may write your prayer and attach it to the wall.

Copies of today’s sermon are available in the narthex and on the
front pew.

Altar Artist: Acolyte: Sharon Pearson

Cover art: cover of book by Michael Oatley, art by Haileigh Roehl
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